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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No 
PCT/GB2004/000078 




(under Rules 1 2.3 and 23. 1 (b) ) translation furnished for the purposes of international search 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ tabie(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material; 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

° ^asTJ^fiirdSsS SeTeSeST^^^^^^^^^^ and^r table relating thereto 

4. Additional comments: 
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PCT/GB2004/000078 



2. □ 



Box No. II Priority 

The following document has not been furnished: 

S copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 436/s.1 and 66.7(a)). 
□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bis 1 and 66 7(b)) 

filing date indicated'aSoleTcons^^^^^^^ °^ °P'"'°n. t^^e internaLnal 



3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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International application No 
PCT/GB2004/O00078 




□ the entire international application. 

S claims Nos. 15. 16 

because: 

° ITnpc nnt'"^®'"^^'°"^' application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): ^ ^ 

° !mHotft2Pl'°"' °r drawings ^/nor/cafe panicular elements below) or said claims Nos are so 

unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

° could be formeT '° '"adequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 

a no intemational search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 1 5.1 6 
° C 'ofThf ^StfsSTns^^^^^^^^^ '''' -^•^ «^"d-<^ P---de<^ for in Annex 



the written form 



the computer readable form 



□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 



□ the tables related to the nucleotide and>br amino acid sequence listina if in comouter rpad^,hi^ fnrm ^niw 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for ?n Annex cS of the^^^^^^^ 

□ See separate sheet for further details 
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1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


3, 4, 6 


- 8, 12, 13 


No- 


Claims 


1. 2, 5, 


9 - 11. 14 


Yes; 


Claims 


3, 4, 6 


-8, 12. 13 


No: 


Claims 


1.2, 5, 


9 - 11, 14 


Yes: 


Claims 


1 -14 




No: 


Claims 







2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No, VI Certain documents cited 

1. Certain published documents (Rules 43Z}/s.1 and 70.10) 
and /or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rules 43bis.1 and 70.c 
see form 210 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING international application No. 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/GB04/0Q07g 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
Citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1 : FR 2810536 (Cousin Biotech) 

D2: WO 03/002029 (Ethicon. Inc.) 

2. The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT. because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT.' 

The document D1 discloses the following features of claim 1 (the references in 
parentheses applying to this document): 

An implantable prosthesis for the repair of muscle wall defects (abstract) the 
prosthesis comprising a flexible plug of a surgically compatible mesh material (page 
5, lines 28 - 30). characterised In that the plug has an elongate form with one portion 
at least of the surface of the plug forming a projecting longitudinal ridge or bulge 
(figure 2). 

Furthermore these features are also disclosed in document D2 (abstract- figure 8- 
page 6. line 23 - page 7. line 9). ' ' 

. Dependent claims 2. 5, 9, 10, 1 1 or 14 do not contain any features which in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements 
of the PCT in respect of novelty or inventive step, see documents D1 and D2 and the 
corresponding passages cited in the search report. 

The combination of the features of dependent claims 3. 4, 6 - 8. 12, 13 is neither 
known from, nor rendered obvious by, the available prior art. 
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Re Item VI 

Certain documents cited 

The applicant should also be aware of the following: 
Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 

Application No Publication date FiHna date d ^ . 

Miing date Pnonty date (valid claim) 

Patent NO «isy,rr,ontl^ear, (c^ayy^ontt^year) (day^moniHyyear) 

WO 03/01 1181 13.02.2003 31.07.2002 3.08.2001 
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